Metadata for Census 2000 New Mexico Census Tracts—Race

Category:  Census 2000 Population

RGIS Code:  K99315

File Description:  Race

Original Source Agency:  U.S. Census Bureau

RGIS Clearinghouse:  Phone (505) 277-3622 ext.231; FAX (505) 277-3614

Geographic Area:  All New Mexico Census Tracts

Scope:  All Persons

Year(s):  2000

Documentation Available:  Yes

Status:  Complete

Source:  Census 2000 Summary File 1

Definition:  The concept of race, as used by the Census Bureau, reflects self-identification by people according to the race or races with which they most closely identify.  These categories are sociopolitical constructs and should not be interpreted as being scientific or anthropological in nature.  Furthermore, the race categories include both racial and national-origin groups.


The Census 2000 questionnaire allowed respondents to indicate if they identified with one or more race groups (i.e., the questionnaire allowed a multiple race response). There were six races that could have been chosen: (1) White; (2) Black or African American; (3) American Indian or Alaska Native; (4) Asian; (5) Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; and (6) Some Other Race.

White includes persons having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.  It includes people who indicate their race as "White" or report entries such as Irish, German, Italian, Lebanese, Near Easterner, Arab, or Polish.

Black or African American includes persons having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa.  It includes people who indicate their race as "Black, African Am., or Negro," or provide written entries such as African American, Afro American, Kenyan, Nigerian, or Haitian.

American Indian or Alaska Native includes persons having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America) and who maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment.  It includes people who classified themselves as American Indian or Alaska Native.  The American Indian group includes people who indicated their race as "American Indian," entered the name of an Indian tribe, or reported such entries as Canadian Indian, French-American Indian, or Spanish-American Indian.  The Alaska Native group includes people who provided written responses of Eskimos, Aleuts, and Alaska Indians as well as entries such as Arctic Slope, Inupiat, Yupik, Alutiiq, Egegik, and Pribilovian.  The Alaska tribes are the Alaskan Athabascan, Tlingit, and Haida.

Asian includes persons having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam.  It includes "Asian Indian," "Chinese," "Filipino," "Korean," "Japanese," "Vietnamese," and "Other Asian."

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander includes persons having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.  It includes people who indicate their race as "Native Hawaiian," "Guamanian or Chamorro," "Samoan," and "Other Pacific Islander."

Some other race includes all other responses not included in the "White," "Black or African American," "American Indian or Alaska Native," "Asian," and "Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander" race categories described above.  Respondents providing write-in entries such as multiracial, mixed, interracial, or a Hispanic/Latino group (for example, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban) in the "Some other race" write-in space are included in this category.

Two or more races includes people who chose to provide two or more races either by checking two or more race response check boxes, by providing multiple write-in responses, or by some combination of check boxes and write-in responses.

Comments:  This file shows the total population, the number of persons by the six race groups defined above (with the additional designation of “alone”), and the number of persons that identified with two or more of the six race groups.   The “alone” designation identifies persons who selected only a single race.  It should be noted that persons who are Hispanic or Latino can be of any race and are included throughout this race-distribution table, as are persons who are not Hispanic or Latino.  There was a separate question in the Census 2000 questionnaire that asked individuals to indicate if they were Hispanic or Latino.  
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Definition:  The concept of race, as used by the Census Bureau, reflects self-identification by people according to the race or races with which they most closely identify.  These categories are sociopolitical constructs and should not be interpreted as being scientific or anthropological in nature.  Furthermore, the race categories include both racial and national-origin groups.


The Census 2000 questionnaire allowed respondents to indicate if they identified with one or more race groups (i.e., the questionnaire allowed a multiple race response). There were six races that could have been chosen: (1) White; (2) Black or African American; (3) American Indian or Alaska Native; (4) Asian; (5) Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; and (6) Some Other Race.

White includes persons having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.  It includes people who indicate their race as "White" or report entries such as Irish, German, Italian, Lebanese, Near Easterner, Arab, or Polish.

Black or African American includes persons having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa.  It includes people who indicate their race as "Black, African Am., or Negro," or provide written entries such as African American, Afro American, Kenyan, Nigerian, or Haitian.

American Indian or Alaska Native includes persons having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America) and who maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment.  It includes people who classified themselves as American Indian or Alaska Native.  The American Indian group includes people who indicated their race as "American Indian," entered the name of an Indian tribe, or reported such entries as Canadian Indian, French-American Indian, or Spanish-American Indian.  The Alaska Native group includes people who provided written responses of Eskimos, Aleuts, and Alaska Indians as well as entries such as Arctic Slope, Inupiat, Yupik, Alutiiq, Egegik, and Pribilovian.  The Alaska tribes are the Alaskan Athabascan, Tlingit, and Haida.

Asian includes persons having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam.  It includes "Asian Indian," "Chinese," "Filipino," "Korean," "Japanese," "Vietnamese," and "Other Asian."

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander includes persons having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.  It includes people who indicate their race as "Native Hawaiian," "Guamanian or Chamorro," "Samoan," and "Other Pacific Islander."

Some other race includes all other responses not included in the "White," "Black or African American," "American Indian or Alaska Native," "Asian," and "Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander" race categories described above.  Respondents providing write-in entries such as multiracial, mixed, interracial, or a Hispanic/Latino group (for example, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban) in the "Some other race" write-in space are included in this category.

Two or more races includes people who chose to provide two or more races either by checking two or more race response check boxes, by providing multiple write-in responses, or by some combination of check boxes and write-in responses.

Comments:  This file shows the total population, and the percent distribution of the population by the six race groups defined above (with the additional designation of “alone”), and the percent of persons that identified with two or more of the six race groups.   The “alone” designation identifies persons who selected only a single race.  It should be noted that persons who are Hispanic or Latino can be of any race and are included throughout this race-distribution table, as are persons who are not Hispanic or Latino.  There was a separate question in the Census 2000 questionnaire that asked individuals to indicate if they were Hispanic or Latino.   Note:  -1.0 indicates the value is undefined because of division by zero.

