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Category:  Census 2000 Population

RGIS Code:  kbg233b

File Description:  Persons Below Poverty in 1999 by Age

Original Source Agency:  U.S. Census Bureau

RGIS Clearinghouse:  Phone (505) 277-3622 ext.231; FAX (505) 277-3614

Geographic Area:  All New Mexico Block Groups

Scope:  Persons For Whom Poverty is Determined Who Are Below the Poverty Level in 1999

Year(s):  1999

Documentation Available:  Yes

Status:  Complete

Source:  Census 2000 Summary File 3

Definition: Poverty status is based on income data taken from the decennial census sample or long-form questionnaire.  Poverty status is determined for all persons except institutionalized people, people in college dormitories, people in military group quarters, and unrelated individuals under 15 years old.  This population (i.e., all persons, less the noted exclusions) constitutes the poverty universe.

The poverty status of families and unrelated individuals in 1999 was determined using 48 thresholds (income cutoffs) arranged in a two dimensional matrix.  The thresholds varied by family size (1 to 9 or more persons) cross-classified by presence and number of family members under 18 years old (from no children to 8 or more children).  Unrelated individuals and 2-person families were further differentiated by the age of the reference person (under 65 years old and 65 years old and over).  To determine a person’s poverty status, one compares the person’s total family income with the poverty threshold appropriate for that person’s family size and composition.  If the total income of that person’s family is less than the threshold appropriate for that family, then the person is considered poor, together with every member of his or her family.  If a person is not living with anyone related by birth, marriage, or adoption, then the person’s own income is compared with his or her poverty threshold.  

Comments: This file includes the numbers of persons below the poverty level.  Totals are shown, along with numbers of persons in the following age groups:  under 18 years, under 5 years, 5 years old, 6 to 11 years, 12 to 17 years, 18 to 64 years, 65 years and over, 65 to 74 years, and 75 years and over.  Poverty rates are shown in separate files.

